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LIBRARIES A N D INSTITUTIONS

Japan Information Center Opens Washington Office
The Japan Information Center of Science and Technology (JICST) has recently opened
a Washington, D.C. office. A branch of a quasi-governmental organization established
in 1957, the JICST Washington office will provide information about services available
from its Tokyo headquarters, including data from its online information system (JOIS).
JICST can demonstrate online access to its data base in two versions: English (for data
since 1985) through the Scientific and Technical Information Network (STN) Interna
tional and Japanese (for data since 1975) via a telecommunications line which will be
available at the Washington ofice.
The Japanese version of the JICST online files, which contained approximately 5.6 mil
lion entries as of April 1988, covers abstracts and bibliographic citations of articles in
the fields of science and technology. The entries are extracted from more than 6,000
journals published in Japan, and from other sources such as technical reports, govern
ment reports, and conference proceedings. Also included is information on current sci
ence/technology research being conducted in Japan, together with news on new tech
nology and products in Japan reported by Nikkan kogyd, a Japanese newspaper special
izing in industry and business news. The English version contains about 600,000 entries,
of which some 30 percent include abstracts.
JICST Tokyo headquarters can provide, on a fee basis, its selective dissemination of in
formation service in 180 "themes," such as fiber optics, food additives, artificial organs,
and other topics selected by customers.
JICST also provides other services, such as retrospective literature searching, supplying
photocopies of full texts, and translation of articles in the above-mentioned fields.
Toshihiko Watanabe is the director of the JICST Washington office, which is located at
1550 M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005; the office phone number is (202) 8726370.
(Adapted from the LC Information Bulletin 48, no. 20 (May 15,1989): 181.)

RLG Completes First Phase of Chinese Rare Book Project
The Research Libraries Group, Inc. (RLG) has successfully completed the first phase of
a project to create an International Union Catalog of Chinese Rare Books in the Re
search Libraries Information Network (RLIN), thanks to a grant from the National En
dowment for the Humanities. When completed, the project will provide an impressive
new resource for East Asian scholars by offering online accessibility to Chinese rare
book information all over the world.
In the first step, completed in April, RLG successfully converted and loaded into the
RLIN data base records from the National Central Library in Taiwan of rare books in
the Chinese classics division of the traditional Ssu k'u subject classification. The con65

version of the records-which contain Chinese characters as well as romanizations-marks the first time that non-Roman machine-readable cataloging (MARC) records
produced overseas have been available on a national bibliographic network such as
RLIN.
Diane Perushek, Curator of the Gest Oriental Library at Princeton University and cur
rent Chair of RLG's East Asian Program Committee (EAPC), is a member of the thirteen-person international advisory committee that met for four days, February 28
through March 3, in Washington, D.C. to determine guidelines and standards for the
project. Said Perushek: "It was the first time a committee had been organized that
brought together scholars and library personnel from the People's Republic of China,
Taiwan, and the United States to work on a project of this complexity. The project is a
very timely one that feeds into an international pool of interest in union catalogs for
rare books in East Asian studies." Chaired by John Haeger, RLG's vice president for
Programs, the thirteen-member group worked its way through a 161-page agenda of
items covering standards and guidelines for the project. In addition to Perushek, the
Committee's members are: Phyllis Bruns, Senior M A R C Standards Specialist at the Li
brary of Congress; Peter Chang, Deputy Director of the National Palace Museum in
Taipei; Gu Ting-long, Honorary Director of the Shanghai Library; Amy Vladeck
Heinrich, Acting East Asian Librarian at Columbia University (represented at the
meeting by Charles Wu, Head of Technical Services); Tai-loi Ma, Curator of the East
Asian Library at the University of Chicago; Beatrice Chang Ohta, Head of the
Chinese/Korean Languages Section at the Library of Congress; Karen SmithYoshimura, RLG's East Asian Program Officer; Lynn Struve, Associate Professor of
History at Indiana University; Tsuen-hsuin Tsien, Professor Emeritus from the Univer
sity of Chicago; and Zhou Yi-liang, Professor of History at Peking University.
Karen Smith-Yoshimura stated: "It is very satisfying to see a project get started that has
been in the planning stage for several years. It is one that combines the arcane world of
Chinese rare book scholarship with modern technology to transmit d a t a - n o t only over
the Pacific-but over the ages as well." Smim-Yoshimura is RLG's Specialist in CJK-the Chinese, Japanese, and Korean enhancements to the RLIN system that allows users
to catalog and search for records in the vernacular.
On April 5, 1989, five Chinese rare book experts from Peking arrived in the United
States supported by a grant from the Hewlett Foundation. Through the auspices of the
Research Libraries Group and the Yenching Educational Foundation, two of the ex
perts, Ai Junchuan, a librarian, and Shen Naiwen, lecturer and head of the Director's
Office of Beijing University Library, have been assigned to Columbia University's C. V.
Starr East Asian Library. Cui Jianying, research fellow and an expert in woodblock
print editions, of the Academy of Sciences Library's Rare Book Department, Cao
Shuwen, librarian, and Yu Yifang, assistant librarian of Beijing University library's
Rare Book Department have been assigned to Gest Oriental Library and East Asian
Collections, Princeton University. Their work is being coordinated by Diane Perushek.
During their six-month stay, they are undertaking a survey of rare books in the Chinese
collections at Columbia and Princeton and entering standard cataloging data on these
books into the R U N data base, using the R U N multiscript workstation. Accordingly,
they have received training in romanization, M A R C tagging, A A C R 2 usage, assigning
subject headings, and inputting. The records already have begun to appear m the RLIN
data base.
Their expertise in the authentication and verification of rare books has enhanced and
elevated the level of discernment and detail in the existing records of the two libraries.
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In addition, the visiting librarians hold biweekly workshops alternately at Columbia and
Princeton, discussing issues in rare book cataloging that they encounter, using local
books as examples. At the end of their stay they will attend a meeting in Washington,
D.C. along with other librarians, scholars, and automation experts to discuss their ac
complishments and the implications of their findings in regard to the online cataloging
of Chinese rare books, and the future national union catalog of Chinese rare books.
(Adapted from a press release from the Research Libraries Group, Inc. dated July 14,
1989 and T h e Chinese Rare Books Project" in Research Libraries Group News, no. 19
(Spring 1989), pp. 10-11 and Diane E. Perushek.)

People's Republic of China Presents Books to Evans Library
A Chinese delegation headed by Houston's consul general on February 14 presented
Texas A & M University with more than 700 volumes written in Chinese, a nrst-of-itskind Valentine's gift officials say should create a better understanding between China
and the United States.
"Since the normalization of relations between our two countries in 1979, there has been
a new spirit of cooperation which is reflected in the rapid infusion of thousands of stu
dents and scholars from the People's Republic into U.S. universities," said Dr. William
H. Mobley, president of Texas A&M.
"This rapid change in our countries' relationship has created an urgent need for a better
understanding of the People's Republic of China. This gift will bring us a step closer to
the understanding that we need to have," said Mobley, who accepted the gift along with
Dr. Irene B. Hoadley, Director of the Sterling C. Evans Library, the library where the
Chinese collection will be housed.
Those attending the ceremonies included the Chinese consul general and his wife, Mr.
and Mrs. Ni Yaoli; the consul and head of education and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Gu
Mingdao; and education consul Li Xianbin, all of Houston.
The gift of books included volumes in literature, history, political science, art, travel,
and science, Hoadley explained. "This is a distinctive gift to the university in that it is
the first extensive gift or foreign language materials presented to the Sterling C. Evans
Library," she said.
"It is my great pleasure and individual privilege to act on behalf of the state education
commission of China in presenting these volumes to Texas A&M," said Consul General
Ni during the ceremonies. "I know that A&M has achieved a high reputation in teach
ing and academic research that has attracted hundreds of Chinese students here.
"Texas A & M has created more and stronger ties with China than even we at the Chi
nese consulate know of," he added, "and we hope to promote such ties in years to
come."
Mobley pointed out that the books will be of particular importance to students at Texas
A & M studying about China, as well as the 185 students and 155 visiting professors, re
search scientists, and visiting scholars from China now at Texas A&M.
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"Certainly from the standpoint of Texas A&M's involvement with the People's Republic
of China, this gift of information is particularly fitting. It is becoming increasingly criti
cal for us to know and understand the various elements that impact our relationships
and the lives of our students. But even more important, it is necessary for all of our
students to have access to current, accurate information concerning the People's Re
public of China," Dr. Mobley declared.
The consul general pointed out that this is the "year of the snake" and will be a good
year for U.S.-Chinese relations and for relations between universities such as Texas
A&M and those in China.
(From a news release from Sterling C. Evans Library, Texas A&M University, dated
July 19, 1989.

University of Colorado at Boulder Starts an East Asian Collection
University of Colorado at Boulder recently approved the establishment of an East Asi
atic Library. Jim Williams, Director of University Libraries, appointed Cathy Chiu as
head of the library on June 1, 1989.
This is the first Asian library in the state of Colorado. Its mission is to support the cur
riculum of the University's Oriental Language Department and to provide the East
Asian materials user group with printed resources which meet its needs for teaching, re
search, scholarship, and recreation.
The strength of the collection is its ts'ungshu and the history and literature of the Sung
dynasty. As a member of the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC), the library
catalogs all materials at an OCLC CJK workstation. The library is a memoer of the lo
cal network system, Coloiado Alliance of Research Libraries (CARL).
Please send all correspondence concerning the East Asiatic Library and materials re
lated to Asian studies to:
Cathy Chiu
East Asiatic Library
University of Colorado at Boulder
Campus Box 184
Boulder, C O 80309-0184 (Telephone: (303) 492-8822)
(Cathy Chiu)

CALA Calls for Papers on "Chinese American Resources" for 1990 Conference
The Chinese-American Librarians Association (CALA) is calling for papers on
"Chinese American Resources" to be presented at the 1990 CALA conference on June
24, 1990, in Chicago. Topics on all aspects of Chinese American resources are wel
come; they may deal with classification, administration, political issues, actual use of
existing resources, etc. The theme of the conference will be "Chinese American R e 
sources: Access to Special Information", corresponding to the American l i b r a r y Asso
ciation 1990 conference theme, "Information Access, Back to the Basics."
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Prospective presenters need to express their intention by submitting a 250- to 300-word
abstract including objectives, methodology, and conclusions together with a short biog
raphy to:
Amy D. Seetoo, 1990 CALA Program Chair
c/o University Microfilms International
300 N. Z e e b Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48106
before December 15, 1989. Completed papers must be submitted by March 1, 1990 for
final selection.
Selection decisions will be made by the CALA Selection Committee by May 1990. The
selected papers may be subsequently published in a CALA publication.
The idea of presenting papers relevant to CALA's mission at its annual conference was
proposed by Dr. Chang C. Lee and adopted by the CALA Board in June 1989 in Dallas.
Founded in 1973, the Chinese-American Librarians Association is affiliated with the
American Library Association and has five regional chapters. In addition to annual
conferences, CALA publishes its Newsletter three times a year and two issues a year of
the Journal of Library and Information Science in cooperation with National Taiwan
Normal University. For more information about CALA and the 1990 conference,
please contact Amy D. Seetoo at the address above. (Tel: 313-761-4700, Ext 410.)
(Amy D. Seetoo)

Harvard-Yenching Library Establishes Archive of Material Pealing with the 1989 PrpPemocracy Movement
The Harvard-Yenching Library is actively engaged in collecting archival materials on
the 1989 pro-democracy movement in the People's Republic of China (PRC). Both
print and nonprint materials will be collected. The former includes handDills, declara
tions, petitions, big-character posters (copied or photographed]), pamphlets, and other
relevant materials that originated with demonstrators in Beijing and elsewhere in
China, as well as official documents issued by the P R C government The latter includes
video tapes, tape recordings, and photographs. Materials originating from Hone Kong
and other countries in support of the movement, eyewitness accounts, personal letters,
interview transcripts, and artifacts related to the movement will also be collected. A
catalog will be compiled and published and the materials made available for use by re
search scholars and the mass media. In view of the sensitive nature of some of the tar
geted materials, strict guidelines will be established regarding access so as to provide
maximum protection for the individuals whose identity might be revealed through these
materials.
The 1989 pro-democracy movement archives will form the first part of the newly estab
lished "Charles L. and Lois Smith Special Collection on Contemporary China at the
Harvard-Yenching Library.
(Eugene W. Wu)
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Harvard-Yenching Library Renews Travel Grant Program
The Harvard-Yenching Library is pleased to announce the renewal of its travel grant
program for the fiscal year 1989-90, made possible through the courtesy of the
Rcischauer Institute for Japanese Studies, Harvard University, to assist visiting scholars
from outside the metropolitan Boston area in their use of the Japanese Collection at
the Harvard-Yenching Library. The grants are up to $200 each to be awarded on a
merit basis to scholars and advanced graduate students in Japanese studies. Special
consideration will be given to those residing in areas where no major Japanese Collec
tion is available. Each grantee will also be provided with free photocopying privileges
of up to 100 pages.
Applications for the grant, including a brief description of research topic and an esti
mated budget, should be submitted to:
Eugene W. Wu, Librarian
Harvard-Yenching Library
Harvard University
2 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138
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